magic bullet will be discovered very 


soon so that this personal scourge 
can be lifted. Prayer to God often 
comes after this hope begins to fade. 

How sobering the readings for the 


final Sunday in Advent! David is. 


reminded: ‘‘You seek to build a 
house for the Lord? The Lord will 
build you a house/dynasty.” (1 Sm 
7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16) And when Mary 
asks how she will become the 
Mother of God, the angel reminds 
her: “‘The Holy Spirit, the Power of 
the Most High” will take care of it. 
(Lk 1:26-38) 

Support groups like Alcoholic 
Anonymous and others who have 
recognized the limits to personal 
initiative and self-determination, 
sum up their viewpoint with the 
motto: “‘Let go, let God!”’ This sen- 
timent offers a healthy balance to 
the life and living perspective drawn 
from the readings of the first three 
Sundays in Advent. 

Realizing the plan of God, or the 
meaning that might be drawn from 
an apparently meaningless experi- 
ence, takes time. It is rare that a 


prophet or angel declares it to a © 


- bewildered and confused believer. 
When the new meaning of life 
occasioned by reflection on contexts 
of death and dying, the end of the 
world, and similar notions finally 
dawns on a believer, Paul provides 
the perfect response: “‘Give glory to 
Him who strengthened you in the 
Gospel, the mystery now made 
manifest to you.”” (Rom 16:25-27) 


; Conclusion 


The life and living perspective on 
the end of the world, Second Com- 
ing of Christ, death and dying mo- 
tifs that are threaded throughout the 
Advent readings is summarized by 
Paul once again in his concluding 
greetings to the Thessalonians (1 
Thes 5:23) as read on the third Sun- 
day: “May the God who gives us 
peace make you holy in every way 


and keep your whole being—-spirit, . 


soul and body—free from every 
fault at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He who calls you will do it, 
because he is faithful.” e 
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